
Will this slake 
your thirst?

1Photo: John Ketzenberger

Three recent surveys show Americans 
value water, but not in ways 
policymakers think. These surveys 
undertaken by The Nature 
Conservancy, the Walton Family 
Foundation and United for Water show 
a disconnect between what the public 
wants and what policymakers enact.
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The Surveys
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TNC

800 registered voters 
in Indiana

Margin of error: 3 %

Nov. 11-17, 2024

40% Republican

22% Democrat

34% Independent

Bellwether Research

Walton Family 
Foundation

November 2023

Morning Consult

United for 
Water

1,000 registered 
voters in U.S.

Feb. 24-28, 2025

Fairbanks, Maslin,  
Maullin,  Metz & 

Associates

AND

Newbridge Strategies

10th Annual Survey
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Whither 
Wetlands?

Photo: John Shuey

Whether it’s Senate Bill 389 or the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s roll-back of Clean 
Water Act protections, Americans 
overwhelmingly understand the 
important role of wetlands and support 
protecting them.
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Conclusions:
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 People don’t think about water often
 When they do think about water, 

they want it to be available and 
clean

 Americans favor government 
regulation, especially at the state 
level, despite regulatory and 
executive order setbacks

 Wetlands are understood by 
Americans, and they want more 
protection

 Advocates need to do a better job of 
communicating with elected 
officials
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