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MISSION

ISDA will support growth in Indiana agriculture by serving as an advocate 
at the local, state and federal level; defining and nurturing economic 
opportunity in the food, fuel and fiber sectors; and enhancing the stewardship 
of natural resources on agricultural land.



» Economic Development

» Indiana FFA Association

» Division of Soil Conservation

» Public Affairs

» Indiana Grain Buyers and Warehouse Licensing Agency

» Indiana Grown

DIVISIONS



Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to 

get better. It’s not. 
The Lorax ”“





CLEAN 
WATER 
INDIANA



Watershed 
Initiatives
◦ Western Lake Erie Basin

◦ Kankakee River and 
Yellow Basin 

◦ I-COVER

◦ Mississippi River Basin 
Soil Sampling Program



Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
◦ The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a powerful initiative designed to address the concerns of high 

nonpoint source sediment, nutrient, pesticide, and herbicide losses from agricultural lands. By restoring buffers and 
wetlands, it significantly improves water quality. Moreover, it protects the land from frequent flooding and excessive 
erosion by planting hardwood trees in floodplain areas along rivers and streams. 

◦ Future: Goals for 2024 include expanding the program in the state to make the program last longer and continue to get 
conservation on the ground and improve water quality by: 1) increasing the acreage enrollment goal; 2) expanding CREP 
coverage statewide; and 3) adding a new practice to the list of eligible CREP practices

◦ Partners - The Nature Conservancy has signaled that it will continue to support the CREP in Indiana by providing support 
dollars to be used toward direct payments to the landowners and participants in the program. These additional funds 
beyond what is given through the Clean Water Indiana (CWI) program, will allow landowners to enroll in the program and 
allow more practices to be installed on the ground. The ISDA, CREP Program Manager will continue to partner with 
organizations to cover demand.



• An inclusive effort under the leadership of the ISDA and IDEM to “capture 
statewide, present and future endeavors in Indiana which positively impact the 
State’s waters as well as gauge the progress of conservation, water quality 
improvement and soil health practice adoption in Indiana”.

• The Indiana SNRS represents the state’s commitment to reduce nutrient runoff 
into Indiana’s waters from point sources and non-point sources.

Indiana State Nutrient Reduction Strategy

• The inventory and utilization of resources and 
practices to achieve their highest impact on nutrient 
reduction; 
• Encouragement of voluntary incentive-based 
conservation through the many local, state and 
federal water quality related programs; 
• Measuring the impacts of urban and rural 
conservation best management practices and 
tracking nutrient load reductions;



• Tracking Progress

Tillage and 
Cover Crop 
Transects

Region 5 
Model 

Analysis

GIS Basin Story 
Maps

Performance 
Measures 

Monitoring

Regulatory 
Framework 

- POTW and LTCP

Measuring Impacts





THANK YOU
◦ Jennifer Thum

◦ jthum@isda.in.gov

◦ 260-341-6966
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