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    Organization

• Establishment of planning regions and 
planning committees

• All water use sectors represented and 
stakeholder input invited

• State often provides assessment of water 
use, future demand, supply availability, 
water quality, infrastructure needs, 
flood/drought preparedness



    Facilitation
• Planning committee meetings often facilitated 

by an external party

• Additional opportunities for public input

• Technical assistance provided by 
state/federal agencies, trade organizations 
and academic centers

• Models used to show effects from proposed 
projects and management options (“what ifs”) 
and to identify “hot spots”

• Recommendations/policy priorities developed 
by planning committees



    Common priorities identified
• Identify drought preparedness and resiliency measures 

• Identify and develop reliable water sources and storage 
to meet future demand

• Enhance watershed management and source water 
protection measures

• Develop water management criteria to prevent over 
appropriation and avoid conflict

• Incorporate scenarios for changing weather and climate

• Invest in water monitoring networks and data 
applications to assist with resource management



    Implementation
• Regional/local priorities and 

policy recommendations are 
rolled up into a state water 
plan

• Implementation achieved 
through regional/local actions 
and legislative/state activities 
and funding initiatives

• Plans are updated 
periodically to account for 
changing conditions
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    Thanks for Listening

Ryan Mueller, PE
Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources
rmueller@dnr.in.gov
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