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Wetlands Comparison
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Wetland Loss and Wetland Benefits
Quick Facts

» Indiana has lost an esti i 85% of its historical wetlands
« Losses are even greater in some areas, including >35% loss in
the upper Cicero Creek watershed
Wetlands provide stormwater storage and infiltration functions
during rainfall svents
bensfits

rainfall events become more frequent and more severa due to
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Stormwater management costs Indiana cities, countes, and
developers millions of dollars per year, and nabural wedands
prowide thase services for free
As an example, the Cicero Creek watershed has lost more than
5% of its izolated wetlands (se= wetland map). Each of the
approximately 1,840 lost isolated wetlands in this watershed
provided an awerage of ower 1.1 million gallons of sworage. This lost
storage (appraximately 2 billion gallons!) has contributed to severe
flooding events in the Town of Tipton, notably in 2013, Loss of |
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and will likely reduce/undo the effect
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Existing Conditions = = = Tributary Storage Lost

----- White River Storage Lost «+o««o« All Storage Lost
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Effects of Lost Storage During a 10-year Flood on White River at Connor Prairie  (Hahus, Burke, 2024)
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Controlled drainage, Fairholme Farms near Lewisville, IN (TNC)



Little River, Huntington County, IN




Thank you!

* The Nature Conservancy
* The Sam Shine Foundation

* Indiana Department of Natural Resources
* White River Alliance
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