
R e gio na l W a s te w a te r P ro je c t
S pe nc e r/ M c C ormic k ’s  C re e k  S tate  P ark

Presented by
M ik e  S pink s
Dre w  F la mio n, P .E .
M a ure e n Ha yde n

Da te :
Augus t 9 ,  2 0 2 1 



S pe nc e r/ M c C o rmic k ’ s  C re e k  S ta te  P a rk  
R e gio na l W a s te w a te r P ro je c t

W hite  R ive r  A l l ia nc e  M is s io n T o w n Le a de rs hip

The White River Alliance improves and protects water 

re s o urc e s  thro ugho ut C e ntra l India na . A n a llia nc e  o f 

dive rs e  inte re s ts  a nd o rga niz a tio ns  tha t w o rk  to ge the r 

to  s te w a rd the  R ive r a nd its  w a te rs he d.

M a na ging re gio na l a nd lo c a l w a te r s upplie s  a nd 

e ns uring a  s us ta ina ble  a nd re s ilie nt future  fo r India na  

de pe nds  o n the  c o o pe ra tio n o f do z e ns  o f 

s ta k e ho lde rs ,  public  o ffic ia ls ,  s ta te  po lic y  ma k e rs ,  a nd 

individua l c itiz e ns . 

T he  T o w n o f S pe nc e r is  a  le a de r in c o lla bora tive , 

re gio na l e ffo rts  w ith s ta k e ho lde rs ,  public  o ffic ia ls ,  

s ta te  po lic yma ke rs ,  a nd c itiz e ns .
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P re s e nte rs

Council Member
T own of S pe nc e r, IN

M i k e  S p i n k s

M ike  is  a  me mbe r o f the  S pe nc e r 
T o wn C o unc il a nd the  
R e de ve lo pme nt C o mmis s io n. 
M ike  wo rks  with bo th fo r-pro fit 
a nd no n-pro fit o rga niz a tio ns  
pro viding bus ine s s  c o uns e ling.

P roje c t Liais on 
C ommonwe alth E ngine e rs , Inc .

M a u r e e n  H a y d e n

C e ntra l India na  B us ine s s  
De ve lo pme nt M a na ge r. W o rks  
with lo c a l c o mmunitie s  to  a s s is t 
the m o n funding a nd re gula to ry 
is s ue s  re la te d to  the ir wa te r,  
wa s te wa te r,  a nd s to rmwa te r 
ne e ds .

S e nior E ngine e r 
C ommonwe alth E ngine e rs , Inc .

D r e w  F l a m i o n ,  P . E .

O ve r 15  ye a rs  o f e xpe rie nc e  in 
pla nning, f ie ld e va lua tio ns , 
mo de ling, de s ign, pe rmitting, 
bidding a nd c o ns truc tio n o f wa te r,  
s to rmwa te r,  wa s te wa te r,  a nd s ite  
de s ign pro je c ts  fo r munic ipa l a nd 
priva te  c lie nts . Dre w ha s  wo rke d 
with va rio us  funding a ge nc ie s  to  
a s s is t C itie s  a nd T o wns  with 
pro je c t f ina nc ing.  
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W hite  R ive r

Spencer/McCormick’s Creek State Park
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The White River basin is the largest watershed 
c ontaine d e ntire ly within the  S tate  of Indiana .

A bo ut the  W hite  R ive r
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M ile s to ne  Y e a rs
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• Hoosier Energy announces plans to build $25M 
Operations Headquarters on 95 acres of land just east 
of McCormick’s Creek State Park.

• Town and County approve extension of sanitary sewer 
service from the town: a 2 -mile run “under the river and 
over the mountain.”

• County creates Economic Development Commission 
and establishes a Tax Increment Finance District.

• Working with SCI REMC, bond funding obtained from 
federal Economic Development Administration and 
USDA Rural Development.

• Allows for property taxes generated by the site to pay 
for infrastructure improvements.

• Hoosier Energy agrees to pay off bonds if property 
taxes don’t cover bond payment. Cook Medical 
provides money for overall bond.

M ile s to ne  Y e a rs : 2 0 12 -2 0 13

Spencer/McCormick’s Creek State Park
Regional Wastewater Project 

August 9, 2021



• Town of Spencer and DNR forge a stronger relationship 
through the MyPath Trail System.

• MyPath broke ground in 2014. Partners and advisers 
include: 

• Town of Spencer

• McCormick’s Creek State Park

• Smithville Charitable Foundation

• Owen County

• Owen County Soil and Water Conservation District

• Owen County Family YMCA

M ile s to ne  Y e a r: 2 0 14
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• Indiana DNR wants out of the wastewater treatment 
business.

• Growing occupancy demand at State Park inns, cabins, 
and RV campgrounds plus increasing regulations/costs 
for wastewater treatment facilities, combined to make 
it more appealing to DNR to investigate other options.

• Existence of Spencer sewer line on the Park side of the 
river makes it financially feasible to investigate 
partnering with the Town on a regional wastewater 
project.

M ile s to ne  Y e a rs : 2 0 19 -2 0 2 0

Spencer/McCormick’s Creek State Park
Regional Wastewater Project 

August 9, 2021



C o s t-E ffe c tive / E nviro nme nta lly -S o und

P roje c t Inc lude s
• Abandon park’s WWTP (except

Lab)
• Combine Flow from new lift 

station
• Complete defective manhole 

rehabilitation
• Complete sewer repair
• Miscellaneous system 

improvements

Minimal Impact
• Work areas previously disturbed 

by installation of existing 
infrastructure

• No effect on streams, floodplains, 
wetlands, wooded areas, or other 
environmental resources

• No altering, demolishing or 
removing historic properties

Cost/Financing
• $4.7 Million
• State/DNR Funding

Cost-effective, environmentally-sound solution to regionalize sewage from McCormick’s 
Creek State Park and redirect all park flow into Town of Spencer’s collection system.



W ha t’ s  N e x t?
G rant

Town is seeking IFA State Water 
Infra s truc ture  F und gra nt fo r a  
re gio na l pla n to  a s s e s s  the  ne e ds  o f 
uns e we re d re s ide nts  in the  C o unty.

Infras truc ture

De ve lo ping wa te r/ infra s truc ture  in 
s uppo rt o f ho us ing to  be  built to  
a c c o mmo da te  fa s t-gro wing 
wo rkfo rc e  o f C o o k M e dic a l a nd 
B o s to n S c ie ntif ic .

F oc us  on Ne e ds

Ho lis tic  a ppro a c h to  pro viding 
wa s te wa te r infra s truc ture  to  gro wing 
c o mmunity ,  fo c us e d o n 
e nviro nme nta l s te wa rds hip a nd c o s t-
e ffe c tive ne s s .
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The river’s story flowing by,
Forever sweet to ear and eye,
Forever tenderly begun —
Forever new and never done.
~ James Whitcomb Riley

Contact Us

mailto:michaelspinks2254@gmail.com
mailto:dflamion@contactcei.com
mailto:mhayden@contactcei.com
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