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Birthplace of the Environmental Justice Movement
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Stormwater on the Margins

Who is disproportionately harmed by stormwater hazards?

What processes build and reproduce inequitable exposure to stormwater hazards?

Who can and should participate in stormwater management decisions?

Who is valued and recognized as a water steward?

What places/spaces should be protected?
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Stormwater hazards are inequitably distributed 



Green space and infrastructure are inequitably distributed
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Dr. George Lipsitz

“People of different races in the United 
States are relegated to different 
physical locations…” 

“Indeed, neighborhoods are not merely 
groupings of individuals, homes, and 
commerce, they are constellations of 
opportunities with powerful 
consequences…” – Dr. Laura Pulido
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Charlotte, NC: Impacts of Redlining Still Felt Today
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UNDERESTIMATION OF 
CONCERN

• Marginalized groups: Self-
reported concern is much higher 
than perceived concern by public

• Groups’ concern is largely 
underestimated which could 
influence inclusion in participatory 
processes and coalition building

Pearson et al. (2018)
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