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HEA 1219 PFAS Biomonitoring 
pil ot pr ogr am

Provides that IDHS may establish the PFAS biomonitoring pilot 
program to collect and analyze blood samples of 1,000 individuals 

who were previously, or are currently, firefighters: 

(1) for serum PFAS levels; and (2) to determine whether there may 
be corresponding health implications associated with elevated 

serum PFAS levels.

Provides that the department may consult with IDEM and the IDOH.



75%
Cancer is the leading cause of line of duty 

deaths among firefighters

Motivation



CAPTAIN koehler, 
August 2019
Age 55, Br ain Cancer

Mike br own, 
Febr uar y 2023

age 54, gastr oesophageal  cancer

South Bend Fir e Depar tment Line of  Duty Deaths
JOSH COMEAU, 
Januar y 2019

Age 41,  Br ain Cancer



CANCER RISK

Probabilities of certain cancers in firefighters, over 
the instances found in the general population



FIREFIGHTER Points of  PFAS exposur e

TURNOUT GEAR

Manufactured 
with PFAS to 
repel water 

and oil

AFFF FOAM
Used to fight 
fuel fires and 

contains a 
mixture of 

many PFAS 
chemicals

Building Fires
When burned, 

building 
materials and 
furnishings 
containing 

PFAS release 
toxic 

chemicals

Dust

Been found to 
contain PFAS 
– with highest 
concentration 
in turnout gear 
locker rooms



Changes in Standard Operating Procedures



FOAM COLLECTION PR
In 2020, the Indiana General 
Assembly passed House Enrolled 
Act 1189, prohibiting the use of 
firefighting foam containing 
PFAS for training purposes. The 
new collection and disposal 
program allows Indiana to 
protect Hoosier firefighters and 
the environment.



Firefighters know they are exposed to 
PFAS at a higher rate than the general 

population, but they do not know their own 
blood PFAS levels

GOAL

HEA 1219 gives members information they are 
currently missing about their own health



SELF COLLECTION BLOOD TEST



BUDGET APPROPRIATION



GRANTS & DONATION FUND

HEA 1219 establishes the PFAS 
Biomonitoring Pilot Fund

IDHS is required to apply for all federal 
funding available to help meet the 

requirements of the program



July 11, 2023



CEREMONIAL Bill Signing

May 22, 2023



GOING FORWARD



GOING FORWARD



GOING FORWARD



Contact:
REP. MAUREEN BAUER

EMAIL: H6@ iga.in.gov
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